
This publication, “Optimizing 
Outcomes for Students who are 
Deaf or Hard of Hearing: Education 
ServiceGuidelines”, helps student 
centered teams ensure successful 
outcomes for all children and youth 
who are deaf or hard of hearing. 
The needs of children and youth 
who are deaf or hard of hearing are 
diverse, ranging from a need for 
access supports to highly specialized 
instruction. Education of children 
who are deaf or hard of hearing is 
complex and often challenging for 
educators to effectively foster a 
student’s optimal development. The 
complexity of educating students who 
are deaf or hard of hearing extends 
beyond communication approaches. 
Educational teams, including 
parents as vital members, must also 
determine the services and placement 
that best meet each student’s 
needs. Specialists must analyze and 
interpret each student’s current level 
of functioning to plan and deliver 
appropriate services that address the 
student’s language  
and communication needs as a 
foundation for successful  
educational performance.
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essential principles to Optimize the education of students who are 
Deaf or Hard of Hearing:
•	 Each student is unique- hearing levels of students do not necessarily predict 

language and academic ability, communication mode, and overall access. Many 
students who are deaf or hard of hearing have additional challenges and/or 
disabilities which may impact their education.

•	 High expectations drive educational programming and future employment 
opportunities.

•	 Families are critical partners. Educators should respect and consider parent 
preferences and choices when determining educational placement options.

•	 Early language development is critical to cognition, literacy and academic 
achievement.

•	 Specially designed instruction, assistive technology, and accommodations all 
need to be individualized. Training, consistent monitoring and ongoing support 
for students, teachers and other staff is essential to safeguard the effectiveness 
of instruction.

•	 Least restrictive environment (LRE) is student-based. Student centered team 
must be knowledgeable about the full continuum and unique placement 
options which will address language, communication, academic and social 
needs.

•	 Educational progress must be carefully monitored.
•	 Access to peers and adults who are deaf or hard of hearing is critical. Adult and 

peer role models are beneficial to self-awareness, social communication and 
overall social-emotional well-being.

•	 Qualified providers are critical to a child’s success. Without qualified staff (such 
as teachers of the deaf and hard of hearing, audiologists, interpreters) and 
appropriate support services, the ability of children to achieve appropriate 
outcomes is jeopardized.

•	 State leadership and collaboration is essential.


